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Program: 

Arioso  J.S.Bach 1685-1750 

Chorale preludes for the Danish hymnal Christian Præstholm (b.1972) 

Alt hvad som fuglevinger fik (Everything which receive wings like birds) (2010) 

Min Jesus er for mig (My Jesus is for me) (2010)  

Du som giv os liv og gør os glade (Lord, you give us life and happiness) (2012) 

Okna 'Windows' Petr Eben (1929-2007) 

No 1: Blue Window 'Ruben': Con moto 

No 2: Green Window 'Issachar': Andantino pastorale 

Ciacona in C minor, BuxWV 159 Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

No 3: Red Window 'Zebulon', Risoluto e drammatico 

Tunge, mørke natteskyer (Heavy, dark night clouds) (2020)  Christian Præstholm (b.1972) 

No 4: Golden Window 'Levi': Festivo 

 
 

  



 

 

Jennifer Chou is Director of Music at Toorak Uniting Church, a concert organist and a sought after 

organ teacher.  Since 2015, she is the organ instructor for Melbourne High School.  She was trained in 

Hong Kong, the USA, and France with influential teachers including Wolfgang Rübsam at 

Northwestern University (USA), Susan Landale (Paris), Jan Willem Jansen and Michel Bouvard 

(Toulouse). 

Bruno Siketa 

A graduate of the Victorian College of the Arts, Bruno Siketa has performed with major orchestras 

across Australia. He also was the sub-principal trumpet in the Auckland Philharmonia for two years. 

He has recorded and premiered many new Australian works. He has worked under the direction of 

Richard Tognetti and Michael Collins. He enjoys teaching trumpet both privately and at schools. 

Notes on Okna (“Window”) by Petr Eben: 

Czech composer Petr Eben (1929-2008) was sent to concentration camp at the age of 14. He survived the 

experience, entered the Prague Academy of Musical Arts in 1948 as a piano and composition student, and 

began a teaching career in 1955. His catalogue of music has a strikingly large percentage of works with 

religious themes or origins.  Although Eben is not known by many in this country, his music is regularly 

performed across Europe, North America, and in the Far East.  In the era of MIFOH, Eben had been a guest 

during the festival which a number of his works were performed. 

 

The cycle Okna (Windows) (1976) for trumpet and organ was inspired by the dramatic stained glass windows 

by Marc Chagall in the Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem.  Chagall took his imagery from biblical 

descriptions of the 12 sons of Jacob, and Jacob's blessings of them in Genesis 49, using colours and 

symbolism to reflect the characteristics ascribed to the 12 tribes. Eben first saw them in pictures. Four 

windows were chosen by Eben as the descriptive basis of this large scale, exciting and beautiful pictorial work 

for trumpet and organ.  Only some years after he composed this cycle had he got the opportunity to actually 

visit the place to view the actual windows with his own eyes.  

 

Eben says that the listener may take the title to represent windows as the source of light. However, for him this 

cycle has deeper significance, from the impact on him of seeing pictures of them, each has its composition 

dominated by a particular colour.  In expressing the powerful spirituality of these windows, Eben chose to 

intensify their effect in sound by using the trumpet for it brightness, to add to the many colours available from 

the organ. The work is tonal with twentieth-century chromatic harmony. 

             


