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EDITORIAL

This June 2018 issue of Footprints focuses on the Parish of Fitzroy
North, St Brigid’s. About 15-20 years ago, two large scrapbooks 1883—
1968 and 1968-1985, were donated to the Archdiocesan Archive. They
now form the bulk of this issue. They have been lovingly compiled by the
Parishioners and carefully preserved. The books themselves have been
hand made. Considered by the Parish to be archival treasures, they have
been placed in the Archdiocesan Archive. The scrapbooks present a folk
history of the building of a parish. They illustrate parishioners, priests
and nuns working together to create a community. Their legacy is visible
in the buildings and the church works that support them. As an immigrant
parish, St Brigid’s is a microcosm of the multicultural development of
Melbourne. We have included a history of St Brigid’s compiled at the
same time by Sister Camilla, to celebrate the Parish Centenary 1883—
1983. We acknowledge the dedicated work in this booklet.

I expect that the scrapbooks were created to store the vast amount of
historical material that was gathered to write this history. It is likely that
if these two chronologically arranged scrapbooks had not been created,
the photographs, newspaper cuttings, documents and text therein, may
have been scattered and lost over time. But they have been retained and
we are lucky and grateful. I hope you enjoy them.

Rachel Naughton
Editor of this edition

Archivist’s Note on Scrapbooking:

As an Archivist, I would not recommend scrapbooking as a method
for preservation. The glue is possibly acidic, the background paper
could be also, nothing can be removed and the large size makes them
difficult to store. They are also difficult to reproduce in a size that
can be read easily. However they are a fascinating historical record.
Archival scrapbooks and archival glue do exist in specialist
shops, and for anyone who is interested, are worth investigating.
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FAITH-FILLED PIONEERS: 1883—-1983

Compiled by Sister Camila, assisted by Parish Priest, Father
Anthony Fregolent, the Centenary Committee and many
friends and donors from the parish and the area.

It is dedicated to the faithful and loyal parishioners of St
Brigid’s living and dead.

In 1853 North Fitzroy was known as ‘The Quarries’ because of the number
in the area. It also boasted a swamp north of Smith Street which was
often submerged after heavy rains. While Collingwood was progressing
as an industrial area, and expensive homes were being built in East
Melbourne, the people of Fitzroy were waiting for someone to recognise
their needs. Fortunately they had champions in the first committee
of citizens elected in 1854. With determination and persistance, they
persuaded the Government to pass the Fitzroy Ward Improvement Act,
appropriating £50,000 for streets, drainage and sanitation improvements.
It was one thing to have an act passed, but quite another to get money
to implement its recommendations. However those early citizens were
prepared to fight for their rights, and soon Fitzroy was transformed from
a swampy bushland into a modern city.

Many of the settlers were church-going people of various faiths, and
soon chapels and churches appeared, all denominations contributing to
the cost of the buildings.

The fine buildings in use today bear witness to the faith of those early
pioneers.

The Beginnings — 1869

Originally Fitzroy was part of the Cathedral Parish but because of
distance and increasing numbers there was need for a more central place
of worship. So, on 14 February 1869, the foundation stone of St Brigid’s
was laid and within two years a small decorative Gothic church was built
on the present site. A parchment scroll was placed in the cavity of the
foundation stone and read:

On 12th October, 1873, Pius IX ruling the Church, James Gould, being

Bishop of Melbourne and Sir George Bowen, Governor of the Colony,

The Very Reverend Dean Donaghy assisted by Reverend W. Kelly, J.P.

O’Sullivan and a large concourse of the faithful, laid the Foundation Stone

of the chancel of St BRIGID’S, NORTH FITZROY ... To all present and
to all benefactors, health, true peace and happiness eternal. Amen

(A simple cross " marks the spot and can still be seen today.)
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In 1878 Fitzroy became a city. The number of Catholics in the district
was increasing rapidly, so it became necessary to extend the nave of the
church to its present length. At about the same time a school was set up
in Kerr Street and later transferred to the Nicholson Street site.

On 10 January 1883, North Fitzroy was made a separate parish and
Father McKenna appointed as first Parish Priest. During the years of his
pastorate he built the presbytery, extended the church by adding side
aisles and a vestry, and reconstructed the present school.

Until 1885, the priests had been living some distance from the church
in houses situated in Brunswick Street (between the Cricket Ground and
Alexandra Parade). The new presbytery was built in the Victorian style
on the Nicholson Street site in close proximity to the church. Instead of
the heavy stonework apparent today, the balconies were supported by
slender pillars and delicate iron lacing. The verandahs were added by
Father Parker in the late 1920s.

The early parishioners sacrificed much to provide the best possible
buildings that would stand for many generations. One such building
was the school-hall built in 1897; but on 10 February 1917 the hall was
completely destroyed by fire — only the framework remained.

The present hall is somewhat different from the original (for example, the
beautifully carved ceiling has been replaced by a simpler style), but in spite
of changes in construction it is still the same great monument of 1897.

School and Convent

Originally the school was staffed by lay teachers. Then in 1886, in
response to Dean McKenna’s request, the Sisters of Mercy from the
Academy took charge of the Girls School while the boys were taught
by lay teachers under a headmaster. In 1905 the Sisters of Mercy were
replaced by the Good Samaritan Sisters who then took charge of both
boys and girls in a co-educational school.

Until 1914 the Sisters travelled daily by cab from Northcote. In that
year they took up residence in the cottage on the site of the convent. Early
in 1918 the community moved to ‘Tara’, the brick villa at the corner of
Newry and Nicholson Streets. On 20 October 1919 the foundation stone
of the new convent in Alexandra Parade was laid by Archbishop Mannix,
and in 1920 the Sisters — 15 in number — moved into their new home.

Father Parker then turned his attention to the school. At that time
classes were conducted in the rooms attached to the hall, in a covered
verandah on the York Street side of the hall, and in a temporary wooden
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building (Infants’ School). With the growth of the area, the number
of children attending the school increased to the stage where this
accommodation became inadequate.

Land became available in York Street; so this was acquired as the site for
a new school. In 1924, Father Parker’s dream of a really outstanding school
was realised when the present red brick building was blessed and opened.

The new school was much more than the usual primary school of
those days. It provided a Commercial Course and up to Second Year
(Leaving) High School and it accommodated more than 1,000 pupils. In
addition, music tuition was given in singing and several instruments. (It
was sometimes referred to as a ‘mini University’.)

The Commercial Class continued until 1970 and the High School
closed in 1974. The number of pupils has dropped to 200.

In July 1980, fire destroyed two classrooms and badly damaged others.
The task of repairing the burnt-out part of the building was extended to
refurbishing and updating the whole school.

St Mark’s Church — North Carlton

Geographically St Brigid’s is a large parish and the north-western section
is a considerable distance from the parish church. The need for a ‘Chapel
of Ease’ and a junior school was seen by Dr Kelly in 1907, and to provide
these two facilities he purchased a block of land at the corner of Lygon
and Patterson Streets, consisting of three allotments.

By 1935 the population had increased considerably and some money
was available so the present Church-School was built, blessed and
opened by Archbishop Mannix.

Until about 1970 it served as both church and school. Two Sisters from
St Brigid’s had four classes there (Preps to Gr, IV). However, because of
the change in the make-up of the population in the area, the number of
children gradually dropped until there were not sufficient numbers for a
school to function.

As a Church it serves well the purpose for which it was built. Most
of the parishioners in Princes Hill are no longer young and as well as
distance there are three main traffic arteries between there and St Brigid’s;
so both the Sunday and the weekday Masses are well attended.

St Ita’s Central School

In 1930 two Central Schools were set up — one for boys and one for
girls. The boys school was St Colman’s in the grounds of St Patrick’s
School, Fitzroy; the girls’ was at St Brigid’s and known as St Ita’s with
Sr Emilian in charge.
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Forty scholarships were offered by the Archbishop each year and were
allotted to students gaining highest marks in an examination that was
open to 7th Grade pupils in Victorian Catholic schools. The Diocesan
Scholarships, as they were called, entitled the holder to one year’s
special training at the Central School for a highly competitive Junior
Government Scholarship examination. The Government Scholarship
covered four year’s tuition at a High School and was a much sought-after
award. The Central Schools operated very successfully until 1967 when
the Government allotted its Scholarships on a per capita basis instead of
in an open competitive examination; the Central Schools were then no
longer needed and St Ita’s closed.

In its 37 years of existence St Ita’s helped hundreds of girls to gain
Junior Government Scholarships which entitled them to four year’s high
school education.

Parish Priests

Dean Maurice McKenna: Appointed to St Brigid’s as first resident
pastor on 10 January 1883 and held that position till 1892. He built the
presbytery, reconstructed the schools and extended the church.

Rt Rev. Thomas Lynch: Pastor from 1892-94; he planned new schools but
transferred to St Francis before he could carry out his plans. He reduced
the parish debt to the extent that his successor could proceed with the new
buildings. After 63 years as a priest he died on 20 December 1941.

Rev. Edward J. Kelly: Born at Gawler, Sth Australia, in 1857 and was
educated at St Patrick’s, East Melbourne. He studied for the priesthood
in Rome and returned to Melbourne in 1885. During his pastorate from
18941918, he built the hall in 1897 and purchased land at Princes Hill
where St Mark’s now stands. He wrote for the paper ‘Austral Light’ and
was co-founder of A.C.T.S. He died at St Brigid’s on 7 January 1918.

Rev. Patrick M. Parker: Born in Ireland and a man of vision and deep faith.
He was appointed to St Brigid’s in January 1919. Between 1920 and 1924
he built the convent, the school and enlarged the presbytery. Before coming
to St Brigid’s he had successfully carried out the mammoth task of raising
funds to build Newman College. He died on 5 May 1933 at St Brigid’s.

Rev. David Gleeson: Born in Ballyrack, Co. Kerry, in 1872 and ordained in
1898. He served in the Archdiocese of Melbourne for 50 years, 14 of which
were spent at St Brigid’s. He died on 10 May 1947 at St Brigid’s.

Rev. Anthony Rohan: Born in Tipperary in 1881 and arrived in
Melbourne in 1908. He came to St Brigid’s in 1947 where he died, after
only three years, on 29 June 1950.
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Rev. Thomas Little: Born at Bacchus Marsh in 1881 and received his
education from the Sisters of St Joseph and St Patrick’s College, Ballarat.
He was ordained in St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, in 1915 and died at
Caritas Christi on 9 July 1969. The City of Fitzroy honoured him by
naming the reserve in Alexandra Parade ‘The Father Little Reserve’ and
the marble altar in the church, presented to him by the parishioners on the
occasion of his Golden Jubilee, is a memorial to a well loved pastor.

Rev. John Raccanello: Born in Crespano del Grappa, Treviso, in May
1928 and ordained to the priesthood in 1952. He was appointed Parish
Priest of St Brigid’s in 1968. His appointment began a new era in the
administration of the parish in that he had with him a small group of
his fellow Scalabrinian Fathers — a missionary order. In 1971 Father
Raccanello was appointed to assist the Central Committee concerned
with the Pastoral Renewal (Migrant Section) in preparation for the
Eucharistic Congress which was held in Melbourne in 1973.

Rev. John Mello: Born in Treviso in 1936; ordained in March 1962
and was appointed Parish Priest of St Brigid’s in 1971. He continued Fr
Raccanello’s task of implementing the changes in the liturgy following
Vatican II, including adapting the sanctuary to the new liturgy.

Rev. Francis Lovatin: Born in the Province of Verona; he arrived in
Australia in 1958 and succeeded Fr Mello 1979. He was responsible for
extensive maintenance and improvements at both churches.

Rev. Titian Martellozzo: Born in the Province of Padova in 1928 and
was appointed Parish Priest of St Brigid’s in January 1981. He was
responsible for the restoration of the school and church as well as major
repair work at the presbytery.

Rev. Anthony Fregolent: Born in Sernaglia della Battaglia (Treviso)
in 1944 and ordained in 1969, he was appointed Parish Priest of St
Brigid’s in January 1983. Prior to this appointment he was editor of
‘Il Messaggero’ the monthly magazine for Italian families in Australia.
Since 1975, he has cooperated with Ethnic Radio 3EA for religious
programing, and will continue with this work. His apostolate also took
him to Alphington and Bulleen parishes.

The Scalabrinians

Towards the end of Fr Little’s pastorate the parish underwent a complete
change in composition and character.

Many migrants had settled in the Carlton/Fitzroy area, the largest
ethnic group being Italian. There was clearly a need for Italian-speaking
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priests to minister to these people and to help them adjust to a new
way of life in a strange land. Recognising this need, Archbishop Knox
invited the Scalabrinian Order to take charge of St Brigid’s following the
retirement of Fr Little in 1968.

The Scalabrinian Order is a missionary congregation which was
formed in Italy for the purpose of going abroad to care for the spiritual
and temporal needs of those who had left their homeland to settle in a
new country. As migrants, the Fathers fully understand the problems
facing these fellow migrants, and so are eminently suitable to cope with
the ethnic situation in North Fitzroy and Carlton. As priests of the parish
their apostolate is not confined to the ‘new’ Australians; they look after
the ‘old’ ones no less zealously and have integrated both groups into one
family unit.

During their time in the parish, all buildings have been restored and
updated so that after 100 years and many changes (the Reilly Street Drain
is now the F19 Freeway), these buildings form an imposing monument to
the sacrifices and dedication of priests and laity who built and maintained
them.

The Convent, now the Catholic Italian Renewal Centre

As in other parishes, the number of teaching sisters living at the convent
had dwindled, until in 1979 the building was too large for the few
remaining sisters. On 17 March the sisters vacated the convent in a
response to a request to use it to further the Apostolate to the migrant
within the Archdiocese of Melbourne. It is now known as the Catholic
Intercultural Resource Centre or Catholic Italian Renewal Centre.

It provides many facilities for migrants including Prayer Meetings for
chaplains and lay people. The Book Shop contains books of a catholic
nature, tapes on scripture and other books pertaining to the various
cultures of migrant groups.

At the rear of the building are two small offices where queries
concerning Social Services, Pensions, Compensations, Translations, etc.
are attended to by two competent people

Upstairs are the offices of the Natural Family Planning of Drs Lyn
and John Billings. Weekends are also provided for Engaged and Young
Married Couples.

On 1 February 1983 part of the balcony was renovated and
transformed into a workable area for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Centre of Victoria.
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Finally, the Association of Teachers in Victorian Catholic Schools has
occupied a couple of rooms in the building. These Associations support
and represent teachers in all aspects of their working life.

And so for seven days a week the Centre is a hive of industry.

Variety is the spice of life

All things change ... perhaps the most common of all is our Melbourne
weather. So why not our parish? It’s been going for 100 years.

One aspect is the Sunday English Mass. Here one sees a sprinkling
of Australian born, quite a number of Italian born and second generation
Italians, a handful of Maltese, Yugoslav, Vietnamese and other
nationalities. Some of the Carlton children from the flats attend this Mass
— with the Sisters of Mother Teresa after Mass proceed to the classroom
for Religious Instruction and Preparation for the Sacraments. Our own
school children are conspicuous by their absence; the reason for this is
that most live in other parishes. Their parents work around the city of
Carlton and Fitzroy. Then the children from the flats ... why cross the
dangerous freeway when the state school is in the same ground? Also
there are very few young families in the parish.

Finally a word of admiration for those devout elderly migrant ladies
who come to the morning Mass rain, hail or shine despite the difficulty
of language. They have not learned nor had the opportunity to learn the
language like other members in the family who go out to work, so they
suffer a great loneliness because of their inability to communicate. Yet,
through all the change in Church Liturgy, culture and language, they
show great fidelity and quiet, peaceful presence before their Lord. For
many of them a little exchange of a smile or a word is their only contact
throughout the long day.

So at St Brigid’s there are the poor, the lonely, the elderly — the poor
of Christ. If St Brigid’s Parish was not open to serve them in their need,
where would they go?

And so ‘the wheel has come full circle, and St Brigid’s continues to
open its doors to all comers.

1983
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Text and cross
enlarged from
opposite page.
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SAINT BRIDGID was famous throughout Irelainoh
in the fifth century for her holiness.
Her chief settlement was in County Kildam
a convent renowned for its hospitality. J
At that time in Ireland the country was no
wholly converted to the Christian Faith,
and, On one occasion a pagan chieftain,
b whose children wera Christians, was on his®
p. deathbed. The members of his household
b. did not want him to die without baptism,
so they sent for Saint Bridgid who told
the sick man about Christ's Sacrifice cn
a Cross. Taking a handful of rushes she
began weaving a Cross and explained how
Our Lord died on a Cross - the sign of aur
salvation. The chieftain was converted
to Christianity, was baptised, and died
a happy death. Saint Bridgid's feast
day iz on the lst Pabruary. and on the ew
of this day rush crosses are woven in many
parts of Ireland to commemorate the
deathbed conversion of the chieftain.

Saint Bridgid's Cross is the symbol of
Telefiz Eireann (The Irish Television
Service) .
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Text enlarged from opposite page over next two pages.

TOOR CHANGE OF 5T. BAIGLO'S OLHLS® SCHOOL, SORTH PITZROT. SISTERS
PHILOMESA, CYPRIAN AND MALACHE IN SENTOR SCHOOL. SISTER CLAVER N TEE
THFPANT SCHOOL.

DLSTRIBUTION OF PRIZES IN 5T, BRIOLD'S.

ALL THE SCHOOLY EEQPENED BAVE 5T. BRIGID®S WMICH WILL BE CLOSED FOR THHEE
tmmmummwﬂaww&rﬂuulmwmmm,

M. CHARER DEGAN ELAMINATIONS IN 5T, HRIGID'S.

FUFILS OF SACRED HEART SCHOOL, 5T. BRIGID'S, ST. ANNE'S AND OUGL LADT'S
GTil. MELBOURNE VENT UP POR SCHOLABSHIES,

PRIZES AND FEAST AT ST. ERIOID'S SCHOOL AT 11 0.0. VERY REV. DEAY
MeRENNA FMESIDED AND DISTRIBOTED THE PRIZES. THERE VERE ALSO PHESENT
FATHEHS VANDES BETDEN AND MURPHY, ALSO THE CHILDWEN'S PASENTS.

AFTEE THE DESTHIDUTION OF PRIZES, THE PUPILS PHESENTED DEAN McKENNA WITH
A SILVER FiCIL CASE AND AN ADGMESS EXPRESSIVE OF THETR SORRCW AT HIS
LEAYING S5T. BRIDIO'S PARISY,

APnil 13 ST, ANNE'S AkD ST. BxIGID'S SCHOOLS CLOGED FOn HOLIDAES.

AliG. 4  OT. ANNE'S AKD ST. BEIGID'S SCHOOLS CLOSED Pow VACATION.

UEG. 23 REV. T. LYNCH DESTHIOUTED THE PRIZES TO THE FUPLILE OF 5T. BRIGIDS SCHOOL
ATRIL 5 ALL THE SCHOOLY RE-OPENED EXCEPT 5T. BRIGID'S.

JliK e IRAMIEATION IN &T. BRIGID'S SCHOOL BY THE HEV. PATHE: GANLET.

JULY 5T. BEIGIL'S SCHOOL CLOSED ON ACOUNT OF MEASLES.

T
4

ULT 26 &F. ANNE'S AND 5T. BHIGLOD'S SCIMOLS CLOSED.
a8

- 30 GEELS OF ST. WeIGID'S SCHOOL MAKE THEIR lat COMMMSION AND 12 FUPILS
FRPOM 3T. ANNE'S. TW0 SISTiS VENT WITH KACH SET OF CHILLEEN TO THETH
REJFECTIVE CHURCHES. 21 CHILIREN OF OUN LALT'S SCHOOL svi. HELDRWNE

MADE THELE FIRST COMMUNIODN.

DISTALIAITION OF Puiis AT ST. DAIGIO*S NTH. PITEAOT BY REV, T. LINCH.
THelE WEWL ALSD PucdENT REV. PATHERS BOHEHTY, FHELAR AND HENHESST AND A
LAhGE SEdbah OF THE PUFILS" FRliNUS AND PARKNTS. SCHOOL CLOGKD UNFIL
Jan. 23, 1894,

Ol LALE OF ManCX'S SCHOOL ME-OPENED, ALSO 4. BRIGID'S AND OUR LADE'S
5T. MELBOUHNE.

ALL THE SCHOOLS HE-OFENED BXCEPT ST. WEIGIU"S AND STH. MELBOUZSE WHICH
ARE TO RE-OFEN O¥ TIE 280 APHIL.

CATHEDMAL PALE = ST. BAIGID'S SCHOOL N. PITZROY RECIEVED 16 CENTIFICATES
OF HEIT PO& DRAWING, DOGQISES AND KINDERCAKTEN AND COOKINS, ALSD A
SILVEH MEOAL FON DeAWING. THE CHILOREN PENPOSSED A ISETTT CANTATA CALLED
THE GLAD i TEK. /
ST, ERIGID'S SCHOOL PUPILS RECEIVED THEIR PRIZES.

r
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=Jas. 21 HEY. E. KELLY, &T. BHICIO'S CALLED T0 HE-OHGANILE SCHOOL QAVE HOLIDATS \-
TILL PESGlARY 4.

Jak. 31 Ie. KELLY WHOTE TO SAT THAT THE SCHOOL AT 5T. BRIGLID'S WAS TO BE KEPT
UP UY PATMENT BY RESULTS.

FEsi. 2 &T. BAIGID'S SCHOOL RE-OFENED. SH. de BALES IN CHARGE. BSRS. STANESLAUS
AND AIDAN WITH FIVE SECULAE TEACHERS. REV. MOTHER RECEIVED A LETTER
FeOM HEY. E. EELLY D.0. PRONISING £25 FEE LUANTER TO PAY THE SECULAR TEACHERS

FEi. & REV. HOTHER ESGAGED WISS LECNARD OF GLENFERRIE AS TEACHER POE 5T. BMIGID'S.
SHE [5 COMPETENT TO TEACH ENOLISH, FRENCH, ARITHMETIC, ALOEBEA, EUCLID.

FER. % HISS BHOPHY ENGAGED AS TEACHER FOR 5T. BRIGID'S AND MISS 5. MUEFHT POR
THE IKFANT SCHOOL, WICHOLSOH 5T.

FEd. 11  5T. BRIGID'S SCHOOL RE-OFENED. BM. de SALES IN CHAROE.
APRIL 26  HIES HAOPHY CALLED TO SBAT oHE ViS5 LEAVING ST. BRIGID'S.

HAY 29 FATHER CaNLEY EXAMINED 5T. BRIGID'S SCHOOL. HE PAAISED THE INFANTS
Vil WUCH.

HAY 3D EXAHLSATION [N &7. BRIGID'S FINISHED.
JUKE 3 MECEIVED LuG DO 5T. BRIGID'S = GOOD HEPORT 7.3 PEd CENT.
T = Jukie 2 THE EXAMINATIONS COMMENCED AT 5T. BRIGID'S 3CHOOL.

JUNE 4 5T, BHIGED'S SCHOOL EXAMINATION PINIZHED TO EVERY ONE'S SATISPACTION.
'\ THE PERCENTAGE IS 93.

v

Hev.E. R‘i&(m-mr) 1

During his pastorale 1190-1918
he rebuilt the hall uffl't‘
it had been buwnf in 1917.

He also Fm-J:wdf land al

Finces Sf-fnrﬂ::
hsfbnnflﬂc‘i?}n?s B. :::5

To REV. T.LYNCH.
(1892=1894)

Flamed new schoolsibut transferred
to §t. Francis before he could carry,
out his plans, #e reduced the dobi
o thai his successor could proceed
with the planned buildings.
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Above text enlarged. Tha Mead Mostor was Ney White Ddlborville.
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tu.a.:lh event of nmshlemh‘tgs importan

 the congregatlon at Bt Brigid's,
North Plteroy, will take place to-day
{Saturduy), when the annual faic will
open in thelr pew hall. The ball Is in
connection with the new schools.
will be remembered that the founda-

has arlsen on the spot, at the rear of
hall for concerts, Lee-
tes ete. It ' In thie hall that the
1o open to-day. ‘Voe opening of
the school, the hall, and the fair Ia
joined in one ceremony
| formed by his Grace the Archblshop
| at 8 pm. The lady stall-bolders have
, been very active for somé months past
, preparing for the falr, and no doubt
| their efforts will result In & substantinl
reduction of the debt Incurred.
architects, Messra. Kempson and Con-
nolly . (Oxford Chambers),
nished the following deseription of the
bullding, which Is one of the finest
gcholastle  Institutions in the colooy,
and forms an lmposing landmark
Fitzroy North :—-The main hell i& 90
by 40ft. It Is furnlshed with the la-
test modern lmprovements as
health, ete. The celling 1s uniquoe, as
| far as this eolony Is concerned,
| constructed of embossed, stamped zine,
There are five coves formed of mould-
ings, trablas, and orpamental work.
The walls are plastered and are fur-
nished with columns capped
arched ribs, to recelve the zine celling,

and will be per-

The

regards

being

with

arched ribs, to recelve the zine celling,
. the latter having recelved two tints of
palot. The columns have follure caps,
moulded bases, corbels, ew. AD en-
riched cornice bas been erected at the
junction of the walls and zine coves.
The flvoring of this hall is of narrow
kaurl pina, =itk dado all round, and
Cothle panels to the stage front. The
' latter is furnished with all the require-
wents for the production of dramatie
performances, ete.  On either slde of
the corridor there is a splendidly com-
class-roorn, 30£t by 26t and 180t
14ft respectively. A epeciolly-con-
strocted ironm fAight of steps cocnects
writh the larpe class-Tooin overhead,
which Is 63ft 6in by 30ft,aud has a kau-
i panelled celling. with plastered wallz
“ind dado throughout. On the ground
fipor there ace porches north and south,
and a corridor, 10t wide, leading to the
chief classroom. A feature in the
bullding 18 the fine belght of the seve-
ral rsos c-hlin 1oge flan CDof to
a%ft Gin to apex (Internally).  The cor-
rldor and ars floored with en-
caustie variegated tillog, and the seve-
ral class-rooms are fitted with marble
 mantelpleces.  The bullding is con-
structed of brick, tuek-pointed and
finished with tinted cement dressing,
It resis on A massive blue-stone base,
The roof 15 of the best slate, nnd the de-
glgn over the main portionisof mansard
form, covered with metal work between
rolls, with eaves fascias oo each slde
of embossed zine work. The main
t ridge roof Is of slmilar workman-
ship.” The bullding I= 1 Nghted
throughout, the great | all baving
double windows, with fanllghts, each
capable of belng opened, and are glazed
with ruffle glass ; the fanlights are of
variously-tinted glnss., The la-
tions of the Board of Health have o
ohsorved In the construction of the en-
tira edifice, There are escape doots,
large ceiling vents in the main hall in
gach bay, with pipes leading out to the
Gotlile louvres on the ridge. The total
height of the building from ground to
apex is 45{t at the front portion, ‘The |
trentment for the most part 1s in the |
domestic Gothie style adapted to meet
gcholastic requirements. Wellsbach's
imeandescent burners have been fitted
up in each room, and when lighted in
the evening give the edifice a very bell-
liant appearance. Fire hose has been
nlaced in readiness in different parts of
the bulldlng. The total cost was
£3800. The clerk of works was Mr,

D e e

It

M. V. Duffy, and the remarkably fine
‘U‘E work was carrled cut by M
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Text enlarged from previous page.

s 5T. L BRIGID'S
PAR BN GAZETTE
JUBILEE L0 TON,
WORTH FITZROYy JANUARY 12th1908,

HISTORY OF 5T. 8BRIGID'S,

THE FOLLOWING 15 THE WISTORICAL SKETCH OF 5T. BRIGID'S CHURCH GIVEN [N
RSOME OF THE FRUITS OF FIFTY YEARS®

" THE WISTORY OF ST. BRIGID'S, LIKE THAT OF MANY OTHER MI5510K5, 0061 NS
WITH A CHAPEL OF EASL IN TNE DISTRICT. |N TWE SIXTIES AND EARLY SEVENTIES
MASS WAS CETEBRATID BY PRIESTS ATTACHED TO 5T, FATRICKS. AMONGST THESE THE NAMES OF
FR. OVSULLIVAN AND DR, BLEASDALE ARE MOST FRECUENTLY MENT [ONED BY OLD RESIDENTS,

THE FIRST PORTION OF THE PRESENT CHURCH WAS ERECTED N FR.O'SULLIVAN'S TiME,

THE FOUNDATION STONE WAS LARD ON THE 14TH FEGRUARY, 1868, AND THE OPENING CEREMONY
TOOK PLACE A FEW MONTHS LATER,

THE ARRIVAL OF DEAN DONAGHY IN 1875, MARKED THE COMMENCEMENT OF A NIW ERA
IW THE NISTORY OF 5T, BRIGIDYS. THE PARDCHIAL SCHOOL NAD ITS COMMENCEMENT [N A
PRIVATE WOUSE IN KERR 5T, IT WAS AFTERWARDS TRANSFERRED TO THE CNURCH GROUNDS,
AS THE CONGREGATION RAPIOLY |NCREASED » DEAN DONAGHY FOUND IT NECESSARY TO
EXTEND THE NAVE OF THE CMURCH TO TS5 PRESENT LENGTH. FOR SEVEN YEARS THIS ZEALOUS
PRIEST LABOURED WITH UNTIRING ZLAL AMOWGST THE PEQPLE. WE MAY RIGHTLY BE REGARDED
AS THE FOUNDER OF 5T. BRIGID'S MISSION.

THE FIRST RESIDENT PRICST WAS FATHER NC KENNA -NOW DEAN OF ST, PATRICKY 5=
WHD TOOK CHARGE OF THE MISSION ON 10th JANUARY 1883, AND CONTINUED IN THAT POSITION
TILL WIS APPOINTMENT T 5T, PATRICK'S JAN, 1832,

CURING WIS PASTORATE THE SOLID AND SPACIOUS PRESBYTERY WAS BUILT, THE CRURCH
WAS CONSIDERADLY ENLARGED BY THE ADDITION OF AJSLIES AND VESTRY, AND TRE THEN
EXISTING SCHOOLS WERE RECONSTRUCTED 50 AS TO AFFORD ACCOMMODATION TO THE INCREASED
NUMBER OF CHILOREN, THESE WORKS,S0 SUCCESSFULLY ACCOMPLISHED , INVOLVED AN OUTLAY
OF £25,000, AT THE DATE OF THE DEAN'S TRANSFER TO 5T. PATRICK'S THE PAROCHIAL
DEST HAD BEEN REDUCED TO L4000,

FATHER LYNCN WHO SUCCEEDED TO THE CHARGE OF THE MISSION, NOT WiTHSTANDI NG THE
GRAVE FINANCIAL STRESS OF THE FINES, REDUCED THE DEBT TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT THE
PROJECT, LOWG ENTERTAINED, OF BUILDING NEW SCHOOLS NOW BECANE FEASIBLE.

CWING, WOWEVER,TO WIS FROMOTION TO THE CHARGE QF 5T. FRANCIS, IT wAS NOT GIVEN TO
FR. LYNCH TD CARRY OUT THIS IMPORTANT TASK, .

THE DUTY DEVOLVED ON NIS SUCCESSOR THNE RIV. E.e KELLY, 0.0, WNO SOON AFTER
WIS APPOINTHENT , SET ABOUT BUILDING THE SPLENDID SCHOOLS RECENTLY OPENED., THCY
HAVE COST CLOSE ON L£60,000 AND WiTH THE CHURCH AND PRESBYTERY A5 THE I[LLUSTRATION
SHOWS, A VERY IMPOSING GROUP OF ECCLESIASTICAL BUILDINGS, NO ONE COULD DESIRE
A STRONGER PROOF OF FAITH AND SELF SACRIFICE ON TNE PART OF THE PEDPLE THAN |5
AFFORDED BY WHAT WAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED DURING THE LAST THIRTY YEARS IN 5T. BRIGID'S,
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Whon Archbishop Simonda paid his first visit to
5t. Brigid's Convont, he was quick fo notice that
the now marble Altar was consecrated= Me also noted
that it had inlaid on the table thereol iwo crosses-
one onc the right, one an the leftside.

He noxt asked to see [he document to say {t wos
consecrateds [t couldA't be found, M. Patrick
0'8ricon finallf found it.

It was dutifully sent to the Cathedral and
returned with the request that it be framed and kept
as a pormanent record,

or, Simonds sald (f was most wauswal for o Convent

Altar ta be consecrated, The carly sisters knew

the care and work that went into the bullding of

what was one of the most modern convents of (he @ime.
Fr. Porker remarked (o Fr, Moloney 5.J. when he

showed him through the Convent that {f every brick

wore to be made of gold, it wouldn't be too good

for the sisters, )

REV. PN, PARRER. TRI8=T811, \
FATRER PARKIN, BITWELN THE YLARS 1919 and 1524
EUILT TRE COMVENT , SCHDOL AND ENLARGED THE
PR{SAYTERY, OUFORE WIS APPODINTNENT TO 5T, BRIGIDYS

Text enlarged from
. FE TIRELESSLY AND SUCCESSFULLY CARRIED DUT TAL
Opposlte page- MAMMOT M TASK OF RAJSING FUNDS TO SUTLO MleMMan COCL

RE DIED AT 5T. BHIGID'S Sthoiay 1233,
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IFr. "Gleeson

——

The le of St Brigid's parish are
fortunate in having the Rev, D. Glee-
son a8 successor to the late Fr. Parker.
Fr. Gleeson is no_stranger to the
parighioners of St Brigid's, as many
of the olden people remember him
when he was asgociated with the late
Fr. O'Connell at Carlton.. Prior to
‘coming I:g North F%ius.ruy, Frl,_I_ii':hI:ilpu
Was paris est of Surrey Hills—in-
daedfﬂh: wgt: tll:: &n_nhputm} in lh::
district; when t arish was far
extensive than it f‘s at present. IE:::-
ing “his twenty-two years' torate
there he saw the, suburb Surrey
Hills grow from a somewhat scattered
district to its present splegdid size,
and in that growth, from a Catholic
standpoint, Fr. Gleeson played no
small part.

We Wimﬁh? nﬁaﬁdp:aﬁ;{ yﬁrr:
as tor t. Brigid's, and as
mmw:r the wholehearted support of
the parishioners.
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N CRATEFUL REMEMPBRANCE
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Frem her past f..f..ts.
te commenprnte centenacy
foundabios -Sistecs of the
Good Sameritar. 355
AND Y jl["iﬂl:rﬂf"sﬁ?
ST.ERICIDS THRISH

883 - 1958
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FitzZROY NORTH ST BRIGID’S PARISH
A MIGRANT PARISH 1968-1985
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Text enlarged from

previous two pages. Pe. Mo, a1

Hiis Graca,

Most Reversnd J. KNOX, D.D.
b.ﬁr:hmmp of Melbourne,

Eur‘: to "%mnim‘ :::tﬂ-ﬁlﬁ'ﬁ:'ﬂh

Jnst Jamuary, 1960

' Your Grace,
1967 = a"ﬂ" .'L""‘ . ’ | Bave the honour o presenfing Rev. Father John
T Lkl H b Raccaneilo, £.5., for the oftice of Pastor of the Parish of
62~ E' i i"ﬁ'lll N 51, Brigid in North Fitrray, humbly asking Your Grace fo
accegl him and grant him the Tacuities proper to such
S Rlla- Frid Mess e

sovdl . Rev. Fr. Raccanglls was baen In faly in 1920, professed

j : in Y845 and was ordained in 1952 in WS.A.  whare ha

- A F complaied his iheological sludles {Sacred Heart Semisa-

e < ‘%’*‘ m"‘{ : ry, Chicago amd Mew York) and worked for five years as

A ate [Milwaukes, Vis.}. He served a5 Parish Priest

(ﬂi s Sﬂlwﬂ“ -) : :D:‘:Il weurs in Unanderra, M.5.W. and for thres years in
cwlmlf&‘. a-l"i.ﬂ ; Marth Livmars,

P In cur religious Province Fr. Raccanelle hobds the

i ti{'." g Bursar.
137% - J.’L 5“"’ 5 4 ﬂl‘:ﬂ.‘::tﬁc":::‘h‘::ll‘:liﬂlllﬂlﬂmpﬂiﬁl' 118
/ﬁz-h

4 Brigld by Rev, Fr. Lea Silvestri, C.5.. who has been
’ d:“ hm F working af 51, Brigid's for the paif Thres years; and by
rj;.[,lﬂi', Y p Rev. Fr. Adriano Pitfarells, C.5., wha has Been 2 corale
i ¢ al o at All Saints, Fitzroy far the past feur manibs.
Walch j:f C FAaks Rev. Fr. Brans Marettl, C.5. will contings his work for
b ) Italians In Melbourne from 51, Brighd's; and Rev. Fr.

Jehn Di Vite, C.5. will confimue as Parish Priest at Al

I m, e‘“"j::‘ _"IJ inte’, Fituroy.

Begging your blessing amd with all regards,
4 Your sincernly in Christ,
P.G. Baggie, C.5.

Provincial.

Father John Mello, C.5., has been appointed as the
new Parish Priest of St. Brigid's. The appointments
{11 become effective on Saturday, 23rd January.

Cither Hiollo -
ome Masses .
:&ug ot -

gﬂ-t te -If h
& :::};uf :ﬁfg.

SF Brigiels School ~ e Sundlay .
Tt Mells BennyLjubic 1, n‘am), Soab7
1977. Rprid .

Flockos'- courtisy of Herald & Waekly Times Limvhed)

e . e e . e M . E e & a s -
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5T. BRIGID'S PARISH CENTENARY MASS { 1. 5 1963°)

ADDRESS RY THE PARISH PRIEST AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE MASS

Your Grace, my Lord, fellow priests, religious, past and present parishioners
and visitors.

A definition comes to my mind of what constitutes a Church, and it Is that the
People of God gathered arcund their bishop are the Church in that time and place.
So here, today, we are the Church, and for this, we have thanked God in our
Centenary Mass this afternoon.

The 5t. Brigid's of 1983, however, must ba attributed to the dedication, foresight
and living faith of all those who have gone before us as part of this church for
the last 100 years. Some of you present are yourselves part of this history, and
we are glad to have the opportunity of thanking you personally for what you have
Twen us.

We are honourcd and we rejoice that our Archbishop, Most Reverend Francis
Little, is with us on this day.

Your Grace, may | welcome you on behalf of the parish of St. Brigid's, and
thank you in all sincer ity for sharing our joy and celebrating with us on this
unique occasion.

We also thank Bishop Fox and all this impressive array of concelebrants that
you have seen before you - they are all present and past priests and friends
of our parish, and some have had to travel a considerable distance to be here.
Wa appreciate their willingness in sccepting our invitation, and the part thay
have played in making this day such a memorable one.

Special thanks is offered to the Veneto Choir and organist Mr. Rocco Surace,
under the direction of Mr. Nino Morandin, for the musical contribution to this
memorable day.

The peopla who have given their time and their talents so generously towards
making our Centenary celebration such a success are too numerous to mention,
but our gratitude goes out to esch and every one of them. They should be
justifiably proud.

| must, however, pay a speclal tribute to our Centenary Committee, because
without their tireless efforts, this day would not have been possible. | am not
likely to forget the enthusiasm they have shown, or the support they have
given me - this is the true spirit of St. Brigid's.

Finally, on behalf of our parish, | thank all of you present today. As friends

and past parishioners, you have come here to pray, to celebrate, and to reminisce
with us and with each other. You are cordially invited to the hall after Mass for
refreshments, and to view the photographic display which illustrates our 100 years
as a parish, and which will, | am sure, produce quite a few nostalgic twinges.
You are also invited to tour the school, which Is open for inspection today.

Next Saturday, at 7.00 p.m. in this Church, Bishop 1. 0' Connell will celebrate
a special Mass for decessed priests, religious, and parishioners of 5t. Brigid's
parish.

Fathers, If it is possible for you to be here again, Bishop 0' Connell would [ike
you to concelebrate with him. We hope that many of you here today, visitors and
parishioners, will also be present for this Mass.

And now, stay with us a little longer, enjoy our Centenary Day, and
WLCOME BACK riaid’s. sdbdndnd
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-nf tl:ur_-, n.ml in it w
t-and & Sirocco blower, with tube
" A special electric. current wire
ulutﬂ: company's works. Xl that
& i3 bo switch it on and then press o
1 and the whole force is at command

. it, and ha lefr
it, saying as he went: " You have got a
tion 10 your church.” Let us add that the
l-ﬂ the M’ llul:l?ﬂd Immﬂlﬁslv the un-

v itmllla}redﬂ all the Masses. At the
Miss Weyman perfurnmu.'i solos for the
o hiear the instrument in its new condition,
H nss, the organ accompanied the children’s
"" Eehmtlr s Mass, which the large
(e ﬂjﬂ}'ﬂd t‘l’l‘? much; Miss Vera Carew sang
salo, At the 11 o'clock Halqi with Miss Galla-
gher “playing, a new Mass was rendered for the first
me in ‘li'acturi:. Turner's Mass of th- Good Shepherd.
Coy sung an  Ave Maria " in her best style.
opening was & greal success, and critics
lea;ﬂ from the ease with which pewer is
i nlaying, the organ has acquired bv the
& clear crisp touch that was lacking before,
&hhumunl itsall is grmlly :mprnmd thﬂehy.

R e

. E— g

&7, BRIGID!S CHURCH. NTH. EITIROV.
ey ned by David Les on 24th July, 1885,

This built by aAlfred Fuller, was ope
it reploced an garl ler argon which was erigimally In 5t Patelckts Cathearal, Melb.,

and sold to the Congregaticnel chureh, Caktlesoine. Restorction work was coarrisd
it by Fincham & Sons (n 1908, 1971 and 1970, .
This instrument resalns suostantially in {ta original state opert from the
dreat Trumpet, which was originally a Bassoon & Clar{onst, and the Twelfth, which
aolaces the srlginal, foo which a Gmaba hod been subatituted ot some atoge.
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“The simplicity of the photo”, the
mﬂtor. Luciano Ferracin stated in

together, sharing their own back-
grounds and cultures with each other,
then Australian society will be
strengthened and will be much richer
for that®,

“l am also particularly pleasad that
recognition has been given by the
Australian Catholic Press Association
to an Italian-language publication. |
think that this recognises the impor-
tant role thal the ethnic media has in
informing and educating people of a
non-English speaking background”,
Luciano Ferracin added.

“ll Messaggerc” is the first bi-
lingual magazine published in Australia,
with national circulation. The Awards
wera announced at last week's
Australian Catholic Press Assock

ation’s Annual Meating and were the |
result of deliberation by a panel of |

Times and lacturer in journalism at
RMIT and Fr. Michael Goonan S5P,

Text enlarged from
opposite page.
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Faith-filled Pioneers

(Above): Extending St Brigid’s Church; Original Church 1873
(Below): St Brigid’s Convent; St Brigid’s School, Fitzroy North
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