
BEGINNING THE JOURNEY



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners 
of Country throughout the Archdiocese. 
We recognise their continuing connection 
to land, waters and community. 
We pay our respect to them and their cultures 
and to Elders past, present and emerging.

Acknowledgement of Land



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Welcome!



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Opening Prayer (taken from ‘Together We Pray’ resource)

Engaging with ‘Take the Way of the Gospel’ Part 1 
• Reading and listening 
• Responding in small groups 
• Whiteboard feedback in whole group – what did you hear?

Engaging with ‘Take the Way of the Gospel’ Part 2 
• Reading and listening 
• Responding in small groups 
• Whiteboard feedback in whole group – what did you hear?

Closing Prayer



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

“As the disciples gathered on that first Pentecost, might 
we now start this journey in prayer – together. Let us open 
ourselves to Christ Jesus with a new depth of trust and 
conviction in his guiding hand, so that we may discern our 
journey with compassionate and humble hearts and come 
to know the Spirit moving within and amongst us, and so be 
transformed.”

TAKE THE WAY OF THE GOSPEL
RE-IMAGINING OUR LOCAL CHURCH AS MISSION COMMUNITIES

A  PA S TO R A L  L E T T E R  F R O M  A R C H B I S H O P  P E T E R  A  C O M E N S O L I  -  P E N T E C O S T  20 2 1

We bring ourselves exactly as we are right now (pause). 
We call on the Holy Spirit as together we pray…

We begin in prayer:



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Holy Spirit, Come to Us 
 
 

©  AT E L I E R S  E T  P R E S S E S  D E  TA I Z É ,  7 1 2 5 0  TA I Z É ,  F R A N C E .

Holy Spirit, Come to Us 

YouTube: www.bit.ly/3iqoYZl
Spotify: www.spoti.fi/3w5an9L

Opening hymm



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

I thank my God every time I remember you, 
and in every prayer of mine for you all. I pray 
with joy at your partnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now, confident that the One 
who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion by the Day of Christ Jesus. 
And this I pray, that your love for one another 
may overflow more and more with knowledge 
and complete understanding that will enable 
you to discern what is best.

Philippians 1:3–6, 9–10a 



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Philippians 1:3–6, 9–10a 
I thank my God every time I remember you, and in 
every prayer of mine for you all. I pray with joy at your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
confident that the One who began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion by the Day of Christ Jesus. 
And this I pray, that your love for one another 
may overflow more and more with knowledge and 
complete understanding that will enable you to 
discern what is best.

Reflect silently for a few minutes.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Philippians 1:3–6, 9–10a 
I thank my God every time I remember you, and in 
every prayer of mine for you all. I pray with joy at your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
confident that the One who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion by the Day of Christ Jesus. 
And this I pray, that your love for one another may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and complete 
understanding that will enable you to discern what is best.

Reflect silently for a few minutes about God’s presence 
in your parish and in our Archdiocese at this time.
What do you need at this time?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggested Hymn playing quietly in the background: Instrumental Holy Spirit Come to UsYoutube: www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZGL8RNMuA4



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Leader:
Lord, we thank you for your presence  
as we start the ‘Take the Way of the Gospel’ journey 
together in prayer. 
May we open ourselves to you 
with a new depth of trust and conviction 
in your guiding hand, 
so that we may discern our journey 
with compassionate and humble hearts 
and come to know the Spirit moving within 
and among us, 
and be transformed.
Amen.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

• Reading and listening for words 
or phrases that resonate with you.

• Responding in small groups, sharing what 
you heard and how it made you feel.

• Whiteboard feedback in whole group – 
what did you hear?

Engaging with  
‘Take the Way of the Gospel’ Part 1 



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Reading and listening for words 
or phrases that resonate with you.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

At Pentecost, the Spirit of the Risen Lord came 
among the household of disciples gathered 
in prayer, filling them with Gospel power, and 
sending them out on mission as the Church of 
Jesus Christ. On that day, the Holy Spirit gave 
the disciples new eyes and ears, and a fresh 
heart to form the family of the Church, and to 
proclaim the Kingdom of God to all nations.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

On this great feast of Pentecost, I warmly 
welcome you home! After many long months 
we are finally opening our doors more fully, 
and it is time we return to gather as God’s people 
– to worship together, to pray together and to 
prepare our lives to go out in mission together. 
And I write to you today – God’s family of the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne – to invite you into a 
new conversation about our common mission for 
the years ahead.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

To begin this conversation, I called two meetings over the past 
month – one with all the clergy of the Archdiocese and the 
other with lay representatives from each of our 209 parishes. 
These initial meetings had one purpose in mind: to open up 
the question as to how our local Church in Melbourne might 
best be organised into the future, such that:

• The mission of the Gospel is at the heart of our life, worship 
and outreach;

• Local faith communities are arranged to allow for them to 
flourish;

• Our faith communities be effectively resourced – spiritually, 
ministerially and materially.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

When I was appointed to Melbourne nearly three years ago, 
I saw a great need for us to find new and life-giving ground 
in which to plant the seeds of the Gospel.

For decades, the clergy and faithful of Melbourne have 
been exploring ways to bring about a re-framing of the local 
Church to become more vital for God’s people. 

The challenges, wounds and disruptions of recent years, 
coupled with the life-changing reality of the COVID pandemic, 
have opened my own eyes, ears and heart to recognise that 
our present way of doing things needs to be re-imagined in 
the face of the changing circumstances in which we live.

But what might this look like?



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

In discerning this question, I have drawn 
insight from the first Archbishop of Melbourne, 
James Goold. When he came to Victoria 
in 1848, he did not set about arranging 
the Archdiocese into parishes, but instead 
established Missions into various localities. 
Each Mission comprised a family of local faith 
communities, gathered around a shared life of 
faith, worship and outreach. These Missions 
would then grow within them more local 
communities as the need arose.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

It is a renewal of this vision for today 
that I want to explore with you over the 
coming months and years, so that we 
might walk together towards a more 
energised purpose for our local Church 
in the light of Pentecost. This will be a 
journey that will take time and effort,  
and we will need to take it together.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Small group question:

As you listened deeply to the pastoral 
letter what resonated with you  

and how has this left you feeling?



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

As we rejoin the room, please reflect 
for a moment in silence:

What did you hear?

In a few moments you will be asked 
to share a word or phrase 

for the whiteboard.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

• Reading and listening for words 
or phrases that resonate with you.

• Responding in small groups, sharing what 
you heard and how it made you feel.

• Whiteboard feedback in whole group – 
what did you hear?

Engaging with 
‘Take the Way of the Gospel’ Part 2 



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Reading and listening for words 
or phrases that resonate with you.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Our local Church, in all its vast spread, 
is wonderfully rich and varied in its 
many realities – be they parishes, 
language communities, or faith 
movements. But it is also true that our 
accompaniment and nurturing of these 
realities could, and should, be more life 
giving. It falls to us to take on this task 
as Christ’s disciples today.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Let me describe this task ahead by way 
of asking three questions:

• Where might be the local Missions  
of our Archdiocese today?

• Which parishes might organically fit 
together to form a family of communities?

• How might we better resource these 
Missions – spiritually, ministerially 
and materially?



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Why should we be doing this? The Way of the 
Gospel – the path of missionary discipleship – 
has always been adapted by every generation 
to fit the local circumstances. How this is 
arranged has varied according to time and 
place. Now is our time; here is our place.  
As Pope Francis has been reminding us, we 
must be open to change if renewal is to be 
possible, and sometimes new structures are 
required for apostolic spirit to gain momentum.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Our parishes will remain at the heart 
of the gathering of God’s people 
locally, but we need to adapt the way 
we resource our local communities, 
including the placement of clergy, 
catechists and other lay leaders,  
to form Missions that comprise a  
family of faith communities.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

My letter to you today is simply an 
introduction to this task. This is the 
beginning of a way of thinking and acting 
that will involve us all – bishops, clergy 
and laity. It will be a journey of listening 
and learning, and walking together. 
Bring it to prayer; begin to talk with one 
another; open your hearts to where 
the Lord is calling us; reach out to your 
neighbours in faith.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

More information will be made available soon, 
so the steps of discernment and consultation 
are readily available for everyone. I would 
like to note though that this is a period of 
growing and learning, not of haste. It is not 
about change overnight, it is not about parish 
closures or amalgamations, but a reframing of 
our thinking, and a resourcing of where our 
current need is, not where it was, in order to 
bring renewed life.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

As the disciples gathered on that first 
Pentecost, might we now start this journey 
in prayer – together. Let us open ourselves 
to Christ Jesus with a new depth of trust 
and conviction in his guiding hand, 
so that we may discern our journey with 
compassionate and humble hearts and 
come to know the Spirit moving within 
and amongst us, and so be transformed.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Small group question:

As you listened deeply to the pastoral 
letter what resonated with you  

and how has this left you feeling?



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

As we rejoin the room, please reflect 
for a moment in silence:

What did you hear?

In a few moments you will be asked 
to share a word or phrase 

for the whiteboard.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Holy Spirit, Come to Us (excerpt)

YouTube: www.bit.ly/3iqoYZl
Spotify: www.spoti.fi/3w5an9L

Closing hymm



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Loving God,  
we humbly seek your wisdom, courage 
and guidance for our Archdiocese 
as we recommit ourselves to  
“Take the Way of the Gospel”.

Prayers of Intercession



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Reader:
Loving God, your Holy Spirit gave the disciples new 
eyes, new ears and a fresh heart to form the family 
of the Church and to proclaim the Kingdom of God.  
We ask the same for your family in the Archdiocese 
of Melbourne, as we begin a new conversation  
about our common mission for the years ahead. 
Through Jesus we pray.

ALL: Come Holy Spirit.

Prayers of Intercession



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Reader:
Loving God, the mission of the Gospel is at the heart  
of our life, worship and outreach.
We desire that our local faith communities be arranged 
to flourish and be effectively resourced – spiritually,  
ministerially and materially.
Help us to re-imagine our parishes, united with each 
other, humbly discerning the best way forward. 
Through Jesus we pray.

ALL: Come Holy Spirit.

Prayers of Intercession



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Reader:
Loving God, this is a journey that will take time and effort,  
listening and learning, and we will need to take this journey together.

We ask for the courage and guidance of your Spirit, 
to help us adapt to current and ever changing realities.  
Now is our time, here is our place. 

Be with us as we “Take the Way of the Gospel” towards 
missionary renewal in our Archdiocese.
Through Jesus we pray. 

ALL: Come Holy Spirit.

Prayers of Intercession



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Reader:
Loving God as we enter this time of ongoing 
discernment, we turn to you with confidence.

Open our hearts to where you are calling us,  
help us to reach out to our neighbours 
in fruitful dialogue, to reframe our thinking  
and inspire decisions that bring renewed life.
Through Jesus we pray.

ALL: Come Holy Spirit.

Prayers of Intercession



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Reader:
Loving God, we turn to you with a new depth 
of trust and conviction in your guiding hand.

May we make this journey with compassionate 
and humble hearts, come to know your Spirit 
moving within and among us, and so be transformed. 
Through Jesus we pray.

ALL: Come Holy Spirit.

Prayers of Intercession



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Prayers of Intercession

Reflect on your own intentions  
for a few moments...

Through Jesus we pray.

ALL: Come Holy Spirit.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Closing Prayer
We conclude our prayer today 
with this ancient prayer of the Church:
ALL: Come Holy Spirit,
   fill the hearts of your faithful 
   and enkindle in them the fire of your love. 
   Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created,  
   and you shall renew the face of the earth.
Holy Mary, Mother of the Church. Pray for us. 
St Joseph. Pray for us. 
St Patrick. Pray for us. 
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Pray for us.



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Take the Way of the Gospel:  
Beginning the Journey

Use this resource in person or online:
Parishioner workshops • Parish leadership team 
Parish staff meeting • PPC meeting 
Small faith-sharing groups • School staff meeting

Download this resource at: 
www.melbournecatholic.org/mission



B E G I N N I N G  T H E  J O U R N E Y

Take the Way of the Gospel:  
Together We Pray

Join in 15 minutes of online prayer for our 
Archdiocese:

• Each Wednesday evening at 7.30pm or  
Thursday at 12.30pm 

• Link to join: www.melbournecatholic.org/mission 
• Download the resource and use it in your parish 

online or in person




