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REFLECTION By Sr Veronica Lawson rsm  

 

   Most of the gospel readings for this year are from Mark's 
story of Jesus. As with any story, it is best to read it from 
beginning to end, attending to the story line, to indications of 
habitat and of time, to all the actors or characters in the story, 
human and other-than-human. While the main character or 
actor is Jesus, there are other characters and character groups 
that claim our attention. The “worlds” we encounter include 
the celestial world, the world of spirits and demons, the 
human, the animal and the plant worlds. In many ways, we can 
resonate with the worlds that Mark creates. In other ways, 
they are alien to 21st century scientific sensibilities and 
experience. We bring our consciousness of these differences to 
our reading of the text. As we embark on this reading we 
might also become aware of what we bring to the text, “the 
joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties” (GS 1) of our 
world today, a world still grappling with war, with planetary 
degradation and with growing economic inequality. What we 
bring to the text informs our understanding of the text. 

 
 

  As we read, we might think of this gospel as a two-act 
drama. The first act in the drama (Mark 1:1-8:26) raises the 
question, “Who is this?” The central scene (Mark 8:27-30) 
provides a partial answer: Jesus is the Messiah or God's 
Anointed One, the Christos. The second act of the drama  
(Mark 8:31-16:8) is full of surprises for its earliest audiences: 
Jesus is not a militaristic messiah, but one who is prepared to 
suffer death for the sake of God's empire; God finally triumphs 
over suffering and death. 

 

  The invitation to us as readers is to enter into the drama, 
to identify with the characters and character groups, and to 
hear the teachings of Jesus. In the passage selected for today, 
Jesus announces his program and invites others to reorient 
their lives, to expand their horizons (“repent”) and to join him 
on a mission of proclaiming God’s kin-dom, God's way of being 
in the world. Jesus proclaims the advent of God’s “time” or 
kairos, as opposed to ordinary clock time or chronos. It is 
crisis time, time to attend to the cries of the earth and the cries 
of those rendered poor in every age. 

 

 One might get the impression in the opening chapters of 
the gospel that the disciples are all men. We have to go to the 
end of the gospel to find that there are also women “who came 
up with him to Jerusalem” from Galilee. The central section of 
the gospel (Mark 9-10) makes it clear that there are children 
on the journey as well. Let us therefore imagine a much more 
extended group around Jesus than today's little gospel reading 
suggests. Women, men, and children, all are invited to leave 
behind whatever gets in the way of bringing God's kin-dom 
into our world. 

 

Please note: Friday 26 January 2024   

is a Public Holiday 
Mass time will be at 11.00am and the Cathedral will be 

open from 10.00am to 2.00pm 
 

 

A Preface for Australia Day  

Out of your infinite glory  

you have given us the power through your Spirit 

for our hidden self to grow strong,  

so that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.  

Through him you have blessed our land.  

The fierce flood of your grace sweeps away all barriers,  

and soaks deep into our being,  

so that the desert blooms with the life that lies in wait.  

You will give us the strength 

to grasp the breadth and the length  

and height and the depth  

of the utter fullness of your love  

which surpasses all knowledge.  

With all the hosts of heaven,  

we give you glory from generation to generation  

in our song of praise:  
 

Prayer 

Prayer O God, powerful and gentle,  

you love this southern land  

and all its peoples, old and new.  

As the Cross shines in our heavens  

so may Christ bring light to our nation.  

As we waves encircle our shores  

so may your mercy enfold us all. 

 

Wedding Congratulations   
 

Kahlen Chen & Alan Chen 

Angelique Markos & Domenic Morabito 

Stephanie Lacobucci & Zackary Boyer 

Vanessa Encina & Jeremy Cooke 

Sherene Antony & Raajit Sharma 

 

We welcome with joy  through the sacrament   
of  Baptism this weekend .  

 

 

Harry James Stokes 
Zoe Elise Stokes 
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SAFEGUARDING. 
Child Protection Officer:  
Rev Jaycee Napoles  
Please refer to the two new posters 
‘Rights and Responsibilities’ and 
‘Feel safe and be Safe at Our Church’ 
at the entrances of the Cathedral 
https: https://
melbournecatholic.org/
safeguarding. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

St Patrick’s Cathedral Young Adult 
Ministry (SPCYAM)  
(age 18 to 40 yrs old) 
 
 

 

Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday at  
Cathedral Room, CKC Centre,  
383 Albert St, East Melbourne 
 

Last Saturday of each month;  
6pm mass, followed by meal. 
 

Contact Fr. Jaycee Napoles  
(Jaycee.Napoles@cam.org.au)  
or info.spcyam@gmail.com 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER  
 

We pray for the sick and for all who 
have asked for our prayers. 
 
 

We pray for all those who have died 
recently, especially V. Mitchell, 
Monsignor Gerard Diamond, Peter Uy 
Nguyen, Paul Zmegac, and Mari-Jon 
Berna and those whose anniversaries 
we remember at this time, especially 
Joan Lee and Patrick Gill. 

Saturday 20 January, 6.00pm Vigil  and 

Sunday 21 January, 9.30am, 11.00am, 

6.30pm  

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Mass Setting: Chant from The Roman Missal

(CWB II 4a, 5, 11a, 12a, 13, 14a, 15, 17a) 

Psalm: Ps 24:4-9  - ’Teach me your ways,  

O Lord’ Response (CWB 356)   

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!  

The Kingdom of God is near: believe the 

Good News!  

Alleluia! (CWB II 51) 

Memorial Acclamation: We proclaim your 

death, O Lord (CWB II 12a)  

Great Amen: Chant from The Roman Missal 

(CWB II 13)  

Cantors:  Leighton Triplow (Saturday 

6.00pm)  

Christian Smith (Sunday 9.30am, 11.00am)  

Rebecca Walker (Sunday 6.30pm)   
 

Organists: David Agg (Saturday 6.00pm, 

Sunday 9.30am, 11.00am) 

Christopher Cook  (Sunday 6.30pm) 

Entrance Hymn:                CWB II 490 v1,2,4  

Gather your people, O Lord 
 

 

Refrain:  Gather your people, O Lord. 
   Gather your people, O Lord. 
   One bread, one body,  
   one spirit of love. 
   Gather your people, O Lord. 
 

Draw us forth to the table of life:  
brothers and sisters, each of us  
called to walk in your light.   Refrain 
 

We are parts of the body of Christ, 
needing each other, each of the  
gifts the Spirit provides.   Refrain 
 

Wash us, Lord, in the waters of life; 
waters of mercy, waters of hope  
that flow from your side.   Refrain 
 

Text: 1 Corinthians 12, Isaiah 2:3-4. 11:9;Bob Hurd b. 1950 

Music: © Bob Burd 1991 

Communion Hymn:    CWBII 484 
 

Eat this bread, drink this cup 
   

     Refrain:  Eat this Bread, drink this cup, 
          come to Him and never be hungry. 
           Eat this Bread, drink this cup, 
           trust in me and you will not thirst 
 

I am the Bread of Life, the true  
Bread sent from the Father.  Refrain 
    

Your ancestors ate manna  
in the desert, but this is the Bread  
come down from heaven.  Refrain 
 

Eat my flesh and drink my blood 
and I will raise you  
up on the last day.    Refrain    

Text: based on John 6 
Music: Jacques Berthier1923-1994 © 1984 Ateliers er Presses de 

Taize . 71250 Taize , France 
 

 

Recessional  Hymn:    CWBII 498 v1,2,3,5 

God of day and God of darkness 
            

God of day and God of darkness,  
now we stand before the night; 
as the shadows stretch and deepen,  
come and make our darkness bright. 
All creation still is groaning for  
the dawning of your might, 
when the Sun of peace and justice  
fills the earth with radiant light. 
 

Still the nations curse the darkness,  
still the rich oppress the poor; 
still the earth is bruised and broken  
by the ones who still want more. 
Come and wake us from our sleeping,  
so our hearts cannot ignore 
all your people lost and broken,  
all your children at our door. 
 

Show us Christ in one another,  
make us servants strong and true. 
give us all your love of justice  
so we do what you would do. 
Let us call all people holy,  
let us pledge our lives anew, 
make us one with all the lowly,  
let us all be one in you. 
 

Praise to you in day and darkness,  
you our source and you our end; 
praise to you who love and nurture us  
as a father, mother, friend. 
Grant us all a peaceful resting,  
let each mind and body mend, 
so we rise refreshed tomorrow,  
hearts renewed to Kingdom tend. 

 

 Text:  Marty Haugen, b1950’ © 1985, 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved 

Music: © Marty Haugen 1985. 

CATHEDRAL MASS TIMES 

Monday to Friday: 7.00am and 1.00pm   
(1.00pm live streamed - Link: 
www.youtube.com/user/archmelb)  
Saturday 8.00am and 6.00pm. (Vigil) 
 

Sunday 8.00am, 9.30am , 11.00am and 
6.30pm. (11.00am televised on C31. and 
live streamed on CAM) Link: 
www.youtube.com/user/archmelb  
 
 

Reconciliation will be held Tuesday to 
Friday at 12pm and on Saturday mornings 
at 8.30am. 

https://melbournecatholic.org/safeguarding
https://melbournecatholic.org/safeguarding
https://melbournecatholic.org/safeguarding

